
2025 PARTNERSHIPS FOR VETERAN & MILITARY HEALTH CONFERENCE
ELEVATING VETERAN VOICES: ADVOCACY & INNOVATION 

SEPTEMBER 3-5, 2025
POST CONFERENCE WORKSHOP SEPTEMBER 6, 2025

Wednesday, September 3 (Pre-conference Events)
3:00 pm — Tour of Rocky Mountain VA Medical Center
5:00pm — Reception

Location: Building Research 2, Room Krugman Hall: P15-2100
Art Exhibit – Meet with Artists from the Veterans Art Council Art Gallery, VFW Post #1
Exhibit Hall Open
Posters on Display

Thursday, September 4
8:00 am — Conference link open/Visit Exhibit Hall/View Posters 
8:25 am — National Anthem 
8:30 am — Welcome 
Donald M. Elliman Jr., Chancellor, CU Anschutz Medical Campus

Location: Building Research 1, Hensel-Phelps West Auditorium: P18-1006 
8:45 am — Opening Keynote: The Breaking Point is the Making Point
Retired U.S. Army Master Sergeant Cedric King 

Location: Building Research 1, Hensel-Phelps West Auditorium: P18-1006 
9:45 am — Q&A

10:00 am — Break – Visit Exhibit Hall / View Posters 
Location: Building Research 2, Room Krugman Hall: P15-2100

10:30 am — Panel Discussion — VSO’s: Veterans Advocating for Veterans
Moderator: Irma Smith, MSN, RN
10:30 am — Deke Letson, Founder/Executive Director, V.E.T. Veterans Exploration Therapy
10:45 am — Jim Stevens, Past Commander, VFW Post 1 and Executive Director of the
Veterans Arts Council
11:00 am — Nigel Fischer, Director of Advancement, Guitars4Vets 
11:15 am — Q&A

Location: Building Research 1, Hensel-Phelps West Auditorium: P18-1006

11:30 am — Lunch Break 
Visit Exhibit Hall / View Posters

Location: Building Research 2, Room Krugman Hall: P15-2100

tel:152100
tel:152100
tel:152100


Thursday, September 4
12:30 pm — Featured Speaker: Keeping the Promise: Bringing Every Warrior Home —
Mind, Body, and Soul
Lieutenant General (Retired) Walter E. Piatt, CEO, Wounded Warrior Project®
1:30 pm — Q&A

Location: Building Research 1, Hensel-Phelps West Auditorium: P18-1006

1:45 pm — Break — Visit Exhibit Hall / View Posters
Location: Building Research 2, Room Krugman Hall: P15-2100

2:15 pm — Panel Discussion — Gold Star Advocacy 
Moderator: Deborah J. Kenny, PhD, RN, FAAN
2:15 pm — Gold Star Parents: Dr. Pat Bruckenthal and Mr. Ric Bruckenthal 
2:45 pm — Gold Star Sibling: Kyle Yepsen, Deputy Director, CreatiVets
3:15 pm — Gold Star Spouse: Adri Loughmiller, Gold Star Spouses of America
3:45 pm — Q&A

Location: Building Research 1, Hensel-Phelps West Auditorium: P18-1006

4:00 pm — Break — Visit Exhibit Hall / View Posters 
Location:  Building Research 2, Room Krugman Hall: P15-2100

4:15 pm — Featured Speaker : Jake Rademacher, Director and Filmmaker
Film Screening Brothers After War & Discussion with Jake

Location: Building Research 1, Hensel-Phelps West Auditorium: P18-1006

6:45 pm — Pizza Party!
Location: Building Research 2, Room Krugman Hall: P15-2100

End of Day 1

tel:152100
tel:152100
tel:152100


Friday, September 5
6:00 am — Work Out with Cedric King

Location: Flagpole in front of Building 500 (the Old Fitzsimmons Hospital)
8:00 am — Conference link open/Visit Exhibit Hall/View Posters 
8:15 am — The Honor Bell Ceremony

Location: Flagpole in front of Building 500 (the Old Fitzsimmons Hospital)
8:30 am — Opening Remarks 
8:45 am — Featured Speaker: Steve Schwab, CEO, Elizabeth Dole Foundation 
9:45 am — Q&A

Location: Building Research 1, Hensel-Phelps West Auditorium: P18-1006
10:00 am — Break — Visit Exhibit Hall / View Posters

Location: Building Research 2, Room Krugman Hall: P15-2100

10:15 am — Panel Discussion — Narratives of Conflict and Care: Nursing and the Enduring
Impact of the Vietnam War
Moderator: Mona Pearl Treyball, PhD, RN, CNS, CCRN-K, FAAN Colonel (Retired)
Major (Retired) Linda Schwartz, PhD, RN, FAAN, Vietnam Veterans of America
Lena Yellowtail, MSN, RN, AMB-C
Amy Jacobs, PhD, M.A., B. A., History Faculty, Kent Denver.
Sharon Atienza, PhD, MS, AGPCNP-BC 
11:45 am — Q&A

Location: Building Research 1, Hensel-Phelps West Auditorium: P18-1006
12:00 pm — Lunch Break — Visit Exhibit Hall / View Posters

Location: Building Research 2, Room Krugman Hall: P15-2100

1:15 pm — Lightning Rounds*  (Selected posters)
Moderator: Damon Toczylowski, DNP, ACNP, CCNS, CNE

Location: Building Research 1, Hensel-Phelps West Auditorium: P18-1006
* Please see next page for Lightening Round authors and Track Session locations.
2:30 pm — Transition/Break 
2:45 pm — Concurrent Track Sessions* 
4:15 pm — Transition/Break 

4:30 pm — Closing Keynote: Heroines in Military Health Care: An Historical Perspective
Commander (retired) Darlene M. Iskra, PhD, U.S. Navy

Location: Building Research 1, Hensel-Phelps West Auditorium: P18-1006
5.30 pm - Q&A
5:45 pm — Adjourn

End of Day 2
6:30-8:30 pm — Last Minute Networking — Informal gathering at the Benson Hotel 

tel:152100
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DwJk1RzuCTyA&data=05%7C02%7CLORI.TREGO%40CUANSCHUTZ.EDU%7Cde68fcdc5720480b604a08dcff518b81%7C563337caa517421aaae01aa5b414fd7f%7C0%7C0%7C638665972925847447%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VbbUjW7Q0ct0rxLZ2A1eF5Twfn%2FySFVfM5eVN21uubE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.kentdenver.org/about-kent-denver/our-facultystaff
tel:152100
https://nation.time.com/author/drdmi/


Lightening Rounds 
Poster Title/Presenter

1.  Adverse Provider Attitudes Compromise Healthcare for Veterans with Gulf War
Illness Brinton Keith Berg, BA

2.  Understanding the Impact of Social Determinants of Health on AI/AN Veterans: A
Scoping Review Jessica Castillo, BA

3.  The Value and Use of Inclusive Engagement Groups in Veteran Suicide Prevention
Research Carly M. Rohs, MPH

4.  "I need to be part of the solution process, if I identify a problem": Partnering with VA
Reproductive Healthcare Providers to Prevent Suicide among Women Veterans Carly
M. Rohs, MPH

5.  Advance Care Planning Preferences for Veterans Who Lack LST Decision-Making
Capacity Rachel Fix, LCSW

6.  Effective Care for Military Families: EBPS in Action Amy Moore MA, LPC-S
7.  From Gaps to Gains: Veteran-Centered Military Environmental Exposure Initiatives

Andrea Kossoudji, MS, MBA, RN, COHN-S, AMB-BC 
8.  Rural Veterans Adapt Engagement Continuum to Reflect First Five Years of Engaging

Researcher Kathryn A Nearing, PhD
9.  A Combined Leadership Approach drives Significant Reduction in Hospital-Acquired

Pressure Injuries in a Spinal Cord Injury Unit Bonnie Rotan, DNP, FNP-BC, CWS
10.  The Boost Program: Understanding How Clinician-initiated Outreach Impacts Rural

Female Veterans Jenny Cohen, MD, MPH, FAMIA
11.  A Veteran Reintegration Framework: Integrating Transition Theory, Challenges, and

Enrichment Kirsten M. Verkamp, PhD, MSN, RN
12.  Engaging Veterans at Every Research Stage: A Collaborative Journey of the HEROES-

OVET Partnership Lexus Ujano-De Motta, BS
13.  Evaluation of Operation Veteran Strong (OVS): Impact on Mental Health Literacy and

User Engagement Frank Lahtinen
14.Bridging the Gap: Project Return2Work's Vocational Therapy and Employment

Services for Veterans, Disabled Civilians, and  Raghav Singh B.A.





Track Presentation Authors
Women Veterans Track

Coming Home: A Mixed-methods Investigation into use of Community Care by Rural
Women Veterans

Caitlin McLean, PhD, Kara Zamora-Rogoski, PhD, Mariam Jacob, MD, Tara Stacker,
NP, Jennifer Childers, LCSW 

A Supplemental Women's Health Questionnaire for Women Veterans with Military
Environmental Exposure: Project Development and Implementation

 N. Eizadi, MSN, NP, FNP-C, Mehret T. Assefa, PhD, MPH, Jordan M. Nechvatal, PhD, G.
Marina Veltkamp, PhD, Abou Ibrahim-Biangoro, MPH, Maheen M. Adamson, PhD,
Jennifer S. Jennings, MD

Leveraging AI for Timely Analysis of Military Sexual Trauma and Medical Readiness in
Reservist Women

Alexandra Rose Brandl Lichota, MA; Lori Lyn Trego, PhD, CNM, FAAN
Women Veterans' Experiences with and Recommendations to Improve VA Suicide
Prevention

Lauren S. Krishnamurti, PhD, Christe’An Iglesias, MA, Lindsey L. Monteith, PhD, Melissa
Dichter, PhD, MSW

Mental Health Risks
Stigma Stand Down: A Statewide Public Health Response to Gambling Disorder in
Military Communities 

Mark Lucia 
Suicide Risk, Firearm Access, and Resource Awareness among Student-Veterans

Sasha Zabelski, PhD; Sam C. Cacace, PhD, Chris Brasel, BA, Robert J. Cramer, PhD
Epilepsy Phenotype, Pain, Sleep, and Dissociation in Veterans with Epilepsy

Jack D Watson PhD, Elise V Bailey PhD, Amy K Henion MS, Shirin Saleh MS, Maddie
Myers BA,  Mary Jo Pugh PhD

Integrating a Moral Injury Intervention into an Intensive Outpatient Traumatic Brain
Injury Program

Katinka Hooyer, PhD,  Erich Roush, PsyD, Tamara Morris, PsyD, Greg Burek, MD



Track Presentation Authors
Care Coordination/Nursing Track

Bridging the Gap: Trauma-Informed Care Integration for Veterans and Military
Families

Fitha Dahana-Ellis, MBA
High Emergency Department Utilizers: VA CC&ICM Review Process at Eastern
Colorado Health Care System

Rachel Fix, LCSW, Madeline Bicknell, LCSW, Anna Starek, LSW, Catherine Schmidt,
LCSW, Cindi McKnight, RN, MSN, Pei-Min Ryder, MSN, RN, CCM

Veterans Health Campaign: An Initiative by ANA\CA to Advance Veteran-Centric
Nursing Advocacy

Ali R. Tayyeb PhD., RN, NPD-BC, PHN, FAAN, Jared Fesler
Establishment of the Association of Military-Veteran Nursing and Scope and
Standards of Practice 

Mona Pearl Treyball, PhD, RN, CNS, CCRN-K, FAAN Colonel (Retired), USAF, NC Ali R.
Tayyeb PhD., RN, NPD-BC, PHN, FAAN U.S. Navy Veteran

Diverse Veteran Voices
Considerations for safety planning with Asian American Native Hawaiian and Pacific
Islander Veterans

Evan Polzer, MA
A comparative study of common mental and physical health disorders in veteran
and non-veteran population

Alan Finnegan Dr AP Finnegan PhD RN FRCN CF FRSA FAAN
Engaging Veterans at Every Research Stage: A Collaborative Journey of the HEROES-
OVET Partnership

Lexus Ujano-De Motta, BS (corresponding author), Suzanne Behrens, MT, James
Dixon, Serena E. Douglas, MA, Robert Fleak, MSCE, Steve Huart, AuD, Vernon Moore,
Suzi Reaves, Susan Martin-Sanders, RN, MSEd, MS, Thomas M. Schultz † , J. Pat
Sullivan † , J. David Yates, certified recovery coach, Terry A. Yates, caregiver, Kate
Magid, MPH, Chelsea Leonard, PhD, Marguerite Daus, PhD, Christine D. Jones, MD, MS,
Kathryn Nearing, PhD, MA (senior author).

Brothers at War Resiliency Workshop Evaluation by Servicemembers and their
Spouses

Melissa Wasserman, PsyD



Poster Authors
"I need to be part of the solution process, if I identify a problem": Partnering with VA
Reproductive Healthcare Providers to Prevent Suicide among Women Veterans

Carly Rohs, MPH
Bridging the Gap: Trauma-Informed Care Integration for Veterans and Military
Families

Fitha Dahana-Ellis, MBA
Expanding Care for Veterans with Potential Chemical Warfare Agent Exposure: A
Coordinated Effort b

Rochelle Clark RN, Jaime Paulk RN, Sopheap Na MD, Anisa Moore MD
Factors Associated with Loneliness in Aging Veterans: An Ecological Systems
Perspective

JoAnn Jabbari, PhD, RN, Rachael Beard, PhD, EdD, RN
Heart Rate Variability: Supporting Performance, Health, and Recovery

Matt Bennett, MA, MBA
The Value of Past Experiences: Destigmatizing Engagement in a Veteran Intimate
Partner Violence Board

Manny Ortiz, Sarah Walls, LCSW, Lauren DeMoss, MS OTR/L, Galina Portnoy, PhD
Universal Suicide Risk Screening Outcomes and the Interaction between Veteran Sex
and Age

Daniel J. Reis PhD, Trisha A. Hostetter MPH, Jeri E. Forster PhD, Bridget Matarazzo
PsyD, Michele J. Karel PhD, and Nazanin H. Bahraini PhD

Best Practices for Documenting Life-Sustaining Treatment Preferences in VA Home-
Based Primary Care

Leah Haverhals, PhD, Jennifer Kononowech, MSW, Katie Magid, MPH, Jazmin Beltran,
BS, Cari Levy, MD

Implementing Veteran Suicide Prevention in Community Health Care Systems: A
Resource Use Analysis

Cameron L. Quan, Patricia D. Russell, PhD, Joseph Tu, Lindsey L. Monteith, PhD,
Joseph Mignogna, PhD, Sylvia Baack, PhD., R.N., Kathryn Bongiovanni, L.C.S.W.,
Kimberly Weinberg, L.C.S.W.-S., Marcy Polk, D.N.P., RN, Edgar Villarreal, PhD, Elisa
Borah, PhD, Craig Bryan, Psy.D., Claire Hoffmire, PhD, Alan L. Peterson, PhD, Jenna
Heise, M.A., Justin Benzer, PhD, & Bryann B. DeBeer

Underpinnings of MyHealtheVet Underutilization at Rocky Mountain Regional VA
Medical Center

Keiko Fox, BS



Poster Authors
Bridging the Gap: Project Return2Work's Vocational Therapy and Employment
Services for Veterans, Disabled Civilians, and 

Raghav Singh B.A., Rob Brazell Veteran, CEO of R2W 
Effective Care for Military Families: EBPS in Action

Amy Moore, LPC-S
Evidence Based Veteran Suicide Prevention Tools for Community Organizations and
Private Practice

Patricia D. Russell, PhD, Cameron Quan, MS, Joseph Mignogna, PhD, Lindsay
Monteith, PhD, Meredith Mealer, PhD, Elisa Borah, PhD, Craig Bryan, PhD, Edgar J.
Villarreal, PhD, Alan Peterson, PhD, Marcy L. Polk, DNP, RN, Kimberly A. Weinberg,
LCSW-S, Sylvia T. Baack, PhD, Jenna Heise, M.A., Kathryn Bongiovanni, LCSW, Claire
Hoffmire, PhD, Justin Benzer, PhD, Alexis Blessing, PhD & Bryann B. DeBeer, PhD

Community Nurses and Homeless Veterans: Bridging the Gap
Patricia Bowe DNP, MS, RN

Implementing Firearm Informed Therapy (FIT) for Veterans: A Trauma-Informed
Approach to Mental Health

Kevin Schlegel Psy.D Amanda Hardin BSn, RN, Brittany Ann Cahill, MSW
Adverse provider attitudes compromise healthcare for veterans with Gulf War illness

Brinton Keith Berg, BA, Beatrice Alexandra Golomb, MD, PhD
From Gaps to Gains: Veteran-Centered Military Environmental Exposure Initiatives 

Eric Shuping, MD, MPH, FAAFP, FACOEM, Andrea Kossoudji, MS, MBA, RN, COHN-S,
AMB-RN, Anisa K. Moore, MD

The Boost Program: Understanding How Clinician-initiated Outreach Impacts Rural
Female Veterans

Kara Zamora-Rogoski, PhD, Jenny Cohen, MD, Caitlin McLean, PhD, Mariam Jacob,
MD, Tara Stacker, NP, Mayan Bomsztyk, MD, Jennifer Childers, LCSW

Rural Veterans Adapt Engagement Continuum to Reflect First Five Years of Engaging
Researcher

Kathryn Nearing, PhD MA, Kelty Fehling, MPH, Gretchen Stage, MA, Amber Lane, BS
Understanding the Impact of Social Determinants of Health on AI/AN Veterans: A
Scoping Review

Jessica Castillo, BA, Adam Hoffberg, MHS, Kelly Stearns-Yoder, MHS , and Samantha
Hack, PhD

Evaluating Reintegration using M-CARM & ELS in post-9/11 American Veterans
Kirsten M. Verkamp, PhD, MSN, RN

Barriers Preventing Discussion of Advance Care Planning in a Veterans Health
Administration Primary Care Setting: A Quality Improvement Project

Nikaash Pasnoori, MS



Poster Authors
A Combined Leadership Approach drives Significant Reduction in Hospital-Acquired
Pressure Injuries in a Spinal Cord Injury Unit.

Bonnie Rotan, DNP, FNP-BC, CWS
 Evaluation of Operation Veteran Strong (OVS): Impact on Mental Health Literacy
and User Engagement 

Frank Lahtinen, Nathaan Demers, PhD
Suicide Postvention Services in Veterans Affairs Health Care Systems

Erin L. Higgins, LCSW, LAC, Meredith S. Sears, PhD., Megan E. Harvey, PhD., Bridget B.
Matarazzo, Psy.D.

Effect Of Botanicals On The Level Of Blood Inflammatory Biomarkers In Veterans With
Gulf War Illness

Alp Sander Turgut MPH, MBA, Kathleen Hodgin PhD, Jarred Younger PhD
Understanding the Impact of Serving in the British Armed Forces for Ethnic Minorities

Alan P Finnegan PhD RN FRCN CF FRSA FAAN

2025 PARTNERSHIPS FOR VETERAN & MILITARY HEALTH CONFERENCE
ELEVATING VETERAN VOICES: ADVOCACY & INNOVATION 

POST CONFERENCE WORKSHOP SEPTEMBER 6, 2025

Saturday, September 6
"Inkblot, Intuition and I - Creating Art to Connect With Your Inner Wisdom” 
Presented by Gayla Elliott M.A., A.T.R

Space limited (12 max, 6/session), your choice of one session (same content):
Session 1: 8:00-11:00 am MT 
OR
Session 2: 12:00- 3:00 pm MT
Additional fees apply.

Location: Marcus Institute for Brain Health Art Studio Workshop, Anschutz Health and Wellness
Center, 12348 E Montview Blvd, Aurora, CO 80045 



2025 Veteran & Military Health Conference Planning Committee Members*: 

Lori Trego, PhD, CNM, FAAN
Conference Planning Chair
Colonel, US Army (Retired)
Professor
Director, Consortium for Veteran & Military
Health
University of Colorado College of Nursing

Mona Pearl Treyball, PhD, RN, CNS,
CCRN-K, FAAN
Conference Planning Co-Chair
Colonel, US Air Force, Nurse Corps
(Retired)
Professor and Specialty Director, Veteran
& Military Health Care Academic
Programs
University of Colorado College of Nursing

Michael W. Hartford, MHA, LFACHE
Captain, US Navy (Retired)
Healthcare Consultant
Avalon Action Alliance

Deborah J. Kenny, PhD, RN, FAAN
Lieutenant Colonel, US Army (retired)   
Associate Professor
Division Chair of Health Systems
University of Colorado College of Nursing

Leona Lopez, PhD
Director, Veteran & Military Student
Services
University of Colorado Denver & Anschutz
Medical Campus

Irma Smith, MSN, RN
Marcus Institute for Brain Health
University of Colorado Anschutz Medical
Campus

Marcy Polk, DNP, RN, NEA-BC
Captain, US Army Reserve
VISN 20 Utilization Management Officer &
Bed Management System Lead
Quality & Patient Safety Service
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
Vancouver, WA

Allison Boyrer, MS, MA, BSN, RN
Director, Post-Baccalaureate Registered
Nurse Residency Program (PB-RNR)
VA Eastern Colorado Health Care System
(ECHCS)



2025 Veteran & Military Health Conference Planning Committee Members*: 

Morgan Phoebus, LCSW
Case Manager, Office of Student
Outreach and Support
Student Affairs
University of Colorado Anschutz Medical
Campus

Haydin Trimble
Veteran, U.S. Coast Guard
Transition & Support Coordinator, Veteran
& Military Student Services
University of Colorado Denver & Anschutz
Medical Campus

Sarry Moscatel PhD, RN
Post-Graduate Certificate in Veteran &
Military Health Care 

Rachel Wagmaister, MS
Project Manager, Practitioner
Development
University of Colorado Skaggs School of
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences

*The Committee wishes to express our gratitude to:
 Andrea Huswan, MS,  Event Planner and Mel Barhanovich, RN, MS College of Nursing 

Planning Organizations:
The University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus College of Nursing

The University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus School of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences
 
The University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus Office of Student Outreach and
Support

University of Colorado Denver & Anschutz Medical Campus Office of Veteran & Military
Student Services

The University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus Marcus Institute for Brain Health

Rocky Mountain Regional Veterans Administration Medical Center

Avalon Action Alliance



LOYALTY SPONSORS

COURAGE SPONSORS

HONOR SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR 2025 SPONSORS



THANK YOU TO OUR 2025 EXHIBITORS


